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1. Introduction

This booklet explores Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s Well (John 4). It
reveals how Jesus breaks cultural barriers, heals personal shame, and brings spiritual
transformation.

Major Themes:

* Breaking social, racial, and gender barriers
= Jesus' compassion toward the rejected

= “Living water” and spiritual renewal

= Worship in spirit and truth

= Personal transformation and testimony
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2. Historical & Cultural Context

A. Geography
Jesus travels from Judea to Galilee and intentionally passes through Samaria - a region Jews

normally avoided.

B. Jews & Samaritans

Centuries of conflict created deep hostility. Jews viewed Samaritans as religious outsiders.

C. Gender & Social Customs

Men did not speak alone with women in public. Women drew water in the morning or evening -
never noon. Her noon arrival signals isolation and shame.

3. Full Teaching Guide

Section 1 - Jesus at Jacob's Well (John 4:1-6)

Jesus arrives tired and thirsty at Jacob’s Well around noon.
Teaching Points:

= Jesus' humanity is visible.
= Noon indicates the woman avoids others.

* Jacob's Well is sacred to both Jews and Samaritans.
Discussion:

= What does Jesus’ exhaustion show?

=  Why is noon significant?

Section 2 - The Woman Approaches (John 4:7-9)

She comes alone, avoiding the other women.
Teaching Points:

= She is socially rejected.
* Jesus breaks ethnic, gender, and religious barriers.

= She is shocked He speaks to her.
Discussion:

= What barriers existed between them?

= How does Jesus challenge cultural expectations?
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Section 3 - Living Water (John 4:10-15)

Jesus offers her “living water.”
Teaching Points:

= Living water = eternal life, renewal, Holy Spirit.
= She misunderstands at first.

* Jesus addresses her deeper spiritual thirst.
Discussion:

= What does “living water” mean?

= Why does Jesus use water as the metaphor?

Section 4 - Her Past Revealed (John 4:16-18)

Jesus gently reveals her history.
Teaching Points:

= Her five husbands may reflect tragedy or abandonment.
= Sheisvulnerable and judged.

= Jesus exposes truth to heal, not shame.
Discussion:

= Why does Jesus bring up her past?

= How does His tone differ from society’s?

Section 5 - Worship in Spirit & Truth (John 4:19-24)

She shifts to spiritual questions.
Teaching Points:

= Worship is not tied to a location.
= True worship is sincere, internal, Spirit-led.

= Jesus gives her a profound teaching.
Discussion:

= What does worship “in spirit and truth” mean?

= How does this apply today?
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Section 6 - Jesus Reveals Himself (John 4:25-26)

Jesus declares: “I who speak to you am He.”
Teaching Points:

= One of the clearest self-revelations in Scripture.
* Jesus chooses her - a marginalized woman.

= Her faith awakens.
Discussion:

= Why does Jesus reveal Himself to her?

= What does this say about who Jesus values?

Section 7 - Transformation & Testimony (John 4:27-30, 39-42)

She leaves her water jar and becomes the first evangelist in Samaria.
Teaching Points:

= Leaving the jar symbolizes leaving her old life.
= Her testimony leads many to Jesus.

= Revival breaks out in Samaria.
Discussion:

= What changed in her after meeting Jesus?

= How does her testimony encourage us?

4. Timeline of Events

—_

. Jesus leaves Judea.

Jesus travels through Samaria.
Jesus arrives at Jacob’s Well.
The woman approaches.
Jesus speaks to her.

Jesus offers living water.

Her past is revealed.

She recognizes Him as a prophet.
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Worship in spirit and truth.
10.Jesus reveals Himself as Messiah.
11.She leaves her water jar.

12.She becomes an evangelist.

13.Many Samaritans believe.
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5. Regional Maps (Text-Based Layout)

Regions
= Judea - Starting point of Jesus’ journey.

* Samaria - Central region Jews avoided.

» Galilee - Jesus' destination.

Key Location

Jacob’s Well (Sychar) - The site of the encounter.

Travel Path

Judea — Samaria — Galilee

6. Discussion Handout

Opening Reflection

*  What stands out most in this story?

= Why do you think Jesus chose to speak to this woman?

Barriers Broken

= Ethnic division

= Gender expectations
= Social stigma
Living Water

=  What does spiritual thirst look like?

* How does Jesus satisfy deeper needs?

Truth and Healing

= Why is truth important for healing?

= How does Jesus' approach differ from judgment?
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Worship

* What does authentic worship mean?

= How can worship become more heartfelt?

Transformation

* What does leaving the water jar symbolize?

* How can your story impact others?

7. Closing Page

Jesus meets a woman burdened by shame and isolation. He offers her living water, reveals truth
with compassion, teaches her about worship, and empowers her to share her testimony -
transforming an entire town.

End of Booklet
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